A long-term review of children with congenital and acquired upper limb deficiency.
A long-term review of 131 children fitted with upper limb prostheses at the Ontario Crippled Children's Centre between 1965 and 1975 is reported. There were 116 children with congenital deficiencies and 15 who had had amputations. Follow-up ranged from 7 to 17 years. A total of 42 children had abandoned their prostheses, 37 of whom had congenital deformities and five were amputees. The level of deficiency was of fundamental importance in determining whether the prosthesis would be accepted; in the forearm, the longer the stump, the more likely it was that the child would discard the prosthesis. Overall, 50 per cent of children fitted over the age of two years abandoned their prostheses compared with only 22 per cent of patients who had been fitted before the age of two years. The highest drop-out rate was at the age of 13 years when the children became more conscious of their cosmetic appearance. Suggestions for reducing the high drop-out rate in the early teens are put forward.